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having given a clear-cut definition of what they were investigating ; if a definition was given it was wrong, e.g. Stahl equates " living " and " animate." 1
" The uniformity of phenomena in relation to external influences " is, according to Treviranus, the fundamental criterion of life, and connected with this definition are all those discussions which characterise his work in particular.
He shares Kant's theory of matter. In the inorganic, where the question is of matter alone, one alteration alters all, because of the principle of reaction. His definition of life would mean the contrary of this. How is this contrary possible ? 2 Evidently through something extraneous to matter.
We have shown that all matter is organised and subject to constant change, but that in the organisation and in the change there is something permanent only so long as the external influences which cause the latter remain unchanged. The matter of living organisms cannot form an exception; it must, for instance, be impenetrable. The exception, says Treviranus, which the substance of living bodies seems to constitute to the above can therefore be only apparent. There must be a dam which breaks the waves of the universe, in order to save living nature from the universal whirlpool. This mediating force is certainly not the primary force which is needed for the possibility of matter. . "We call it
1 Simply by the consideration of the vitality of separate parts of the organism on which representation has no effect.
2 In reading Treviranus, it must be remembered that for him the word " organic " designates " order" of every kind, and consequently nature in general is an organic system.